
Belgian-Moroccan athletes: a mosaic of success 

The Belgian sports scene is very diverse. It has been significantly enriched 

by immigration from Morocco. This cultural fusion has transcended the 

football pitches and resulted in success in many different sports, bringing 

about a genuine athletic revolution in Belgium. 

Football, the king of sports in Belgium, has been the catalyst for 

many Belgian-Moroccan success stories. Nacer Chadli and Marouane 

Fellaini, as part of the Belgian national team, have transcended national 

borders to become football icons. Their stories are inspiring, as are those of 

Mehdi Carcela and M’Bark Boussoufa, who shone brightly at Standard Liège 

and Anderlecht. They are evidence of Belgian-Moroccans’ positive influence 

on the quality and visibility of Belgian football. 

Belgian athletes of Moroccan origin have also performed brilliantly in various 

sports, from athletics to boxing through tennis, and are active in various 

Olympic disciplines. They include Jaouad Achab, a taekwondo practitioner 

selected for the Tokyo Olympics in 2020 (under 68 kg) and Ismaël Debjani, 

who holds the Belgian 1500 m record. 

Sports clubs have played a crucial role in integration and the promotion of 

diversity. Community initiatives have encouraged young people of Moroccan 

origin to take part in various sports, fostering talent and strengthening ties 

between communities while creating a more inclusive society. 

The success stories of athletes of Moroccan origin have changed people’s 

attitudes and shattered stereotypes. These role models have inspired 

generations of young people to believe in their dreams, in sport or other 

areas of life. 

The role of Moroccan immigration in Belgian sport is therefore undeniably 

positive and enriching. Iconic figures have emerged from this cultural 

fusion, bringing not only athletic talent but also the values of determination, 

perseverance and diversity.  

 


